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Residential  Aged Care Centre  ▪  Home Care   ▪  Commonwealth Home Support Program   ▪    Registered  NDIS Provider                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Child & Family Counselling  ▪  Karratha Youth Outreach  ▪   Roebourne Youth Centre  ▪  Family Support Services  

Roebourne Detox Centre  ▪   Sobering Up Centre   ▪   Pilbara  AOD Service   ▪   Turner River Rehabilitation Centre 
Roebourne Community  Patrol 

 

Date: 05/11/2025 
 
 
The Mayor and Council  
City of Karratha  
PO Box 219  
KARRATHA   WA   6714 
 
 
By email: cr.scott@karratha.wa.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mayor Scott  
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT – ROEBOURNE PCYC 
 
We understand that the City of Karratha has informed PCYC that it intends to charge PCYC $30,484 (plus GST) rent per annum for 
the 50 Cent Hall. This alters the previous peppercorn arrangement in place, under which PCYC delivered grant funded youth 
services to the young people of Roebourne.  
 
We write in support of PCYC’s representations to Council for reconsideration of this charge, and reinstatement of the existing 
peppercorn arrangement in place for 50 Cent Hall.  
 
Yaandina Community Services (Yaandina) has supported Roebourne families, young people, and Elders for nearly fifty years. Our 
programs are designed to keep children safe, engaged and connected.  
 
PCYC delivers structured activities in the evenings, and weekends, while Yaandina provides youth services during afternoons and 
throughout school holiday periods. Together, we provide continuity of care and coordinated engagement across the full week, 
avoiding duplication and ensuring more young people get the support they need. 
 
PCYC’s safeSPACE™ program demonstrates both community trust and impact.  Yaandina has been advised that PCYC’s results over 
the last year are: 
 
•345 individual young people engaged in 2024/25 
•6,834 attendances recorded 
• Provision of over 5,000 meals and 2,300 instances of safe transport, increasing safety and participation 
 
safeSPACE™ plays a vital role in reducing risk for children during periods when fewer services operate. It also aligns closely with 
local cultural leadership priorities through collaboration with the Yandi for Change. This shared approach strengthens young 
people’s identity, confidence, and connections to Country. 
 
We understand that the proposed annual lease may result in the removal or reduction of services by PCYC. Loss of safeSPACE™ 
hours would increase pressure on Yaandina’s workforce at times we are not structured or funded to deliver. It would create 
avoidable gaps in youth safety and wellbeing, with potential flow-on impacts for families and the broader community. 
 
Yaandina is committed to working collaboratively with PCYC, the City, and community stakeholders to ensure young people 
continue to receive the layered support they need. Maintaining affordable access to the 50 Cent Hall is a tangible step to protect 
the stability of youth services in Roebourne. 
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Accredited Aged Care Centre  ▪  Home & Community Care   ▪  Commonwealth Home Support Program                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Approved Provider of Home Care Packages    ▪    Registered WA NDIS Provider   ▪  Children’s Counselling Program   

 Karratha Youth Services   ▪   Roebourne Youth Centre  ▪  Family Support Services  ▪  Roebourne Detox Centre 
Turner River Rehab Centre  ▪ Sobering Up Centre  ▪   Mingga Community  Patrol 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support of community wellbeing. We welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters further and 
continue building strong outcomes together for our young people and families. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
Emma Dumbrell 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Date: 3 November 2025 

 
 
The Mayor and Council  
City of Karratha  
PO Box 219  
KARRATHA   WA   6714 
 
 
By email: cr.scott@karratha.wa.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mayor Scott  
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT – ROEBOURNE PCYC 
 
We understand that the City of Karratha has informed PCYC that it intends to charge PCYC 
$30,484 (plus GST) rent per annum for 50 Cent Hall. This alters the previous peppercorn 
arrangement in place, under which PCYC delivers grant funded youth services to the young 
people of Roebourne. We also understand that PCYC is being offered four 1-year terms, from 
1 December 2026 to 30 November 2030, and that PCYC must vacate the premises “given the 
building is nearing end of life and there is the possibility of redevelopment of the premises in 
the short term.” 
 
We write in support of PCYC’s representations to Council for continuation of the current 
peppercorn arrangement in place for 50 Cent Hall.  
 
Rio Tinto is proud to support the PCYC Western Australia safeSPACE™ program in 
Roebourne, which has been operating in the community since 2016 and has been funded in 
part by Rio Tinto since 2021. Over this time, we have seen firsthand the difference this service 
makes for children, families, and the broader community. 
 
safeSPACE™ is a proven, well-regarded, and culturally responsive program that offers a safe 
environment, access to positive role models, meals, transport support, and structured activities 
during critical times. In a community of around 1,000 residents, safeSPACE™ in Roebourne 
engaged 345 individual young people in 2024/25, demonstrating exceptional reach and 
community reliance far beyond typical youth services. These outcomes reflect sustained trust 
in the program and its importance to local families. 
 
The City of Karratha’s Strategic Community Plan 2025–2035 identifies community safety, 
youth engagement, and strong service partnerships as key priorities. safeSPACE™ directly 
delivers on these goals and contributes to a more connected, empowered, and resilient 
community. 
 
In further support of our long-term commitment to the Pilbara region, in 2022 Rio Tinto renewed 
its Community Infrastructure & Services Partnership (CISP) with the City of Karratha and the 
Shire of Ashburton, committing $75 million over ten years. This partnership demonstrates our 
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enduring belief in the region’s wellbeing and the value of stable, inter-organisational 
collaboration. 
 
Rio Tinto has also supported PCYC’s advocacy to government for increased investment, 
contributing to successful additional funding secured for safeSPACE™ in Roebourne. Our 
commitment to this program extends beyond financial support. We believe in its long-term 
value, its cultural importance, and its role in empowering young people toward better futures. 
 
The proposed annual lease cost poses a significant and unplanned burden, risking reduced 
service access and compromising a program that is delivering strong, visible outcomes. 
Service disruption would be a major setback for the community and would directly impact 
PCYC’s ability to deliver on its current funding agreement with Rio Tinto. 
 
We respectfully request that the city maintain an accessible lease arrangement that allows 
PCYC safeSPACE™ to remain at the 50 Cent Hall without interruption. This will protect the 
value of our shared investment in youth engagement and continue to demonstrate the City’s 
commitment to effective community partnership. 
 
Rio Tinto looks forward to continuing to work alongside the City and PCYC to support 
sustainable youth services in Roebourne well into the future. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Molly Singline 
General Manager WA Communities  
 

 



Roebourne District High School 
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 Roebourne District High School 
Fraser Street, Roebourne 

PH: 9182 3300 

 

5th November 2025 
 
The Mayor and Council  
City of Karratha  
PO Box 219  
KARRATHA   WA   6714 
By email: cr.scott@karratha.wa.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mayor Scott  
 
LETTER OF SUPPORT – ROEBOURNE PCYC 
 
Roebourne District High School works closely with PCYC to support student safety, 
engagement, and access to education opportunities beyond the classroom. We 
write to express our strong support for PCYC safeSPACE™ continuing to operate at 
the 50 Cent Hall through an affordable lease arrangement. 
 
The majority of Roebourne’s children and young people rely on safeSPACE™. 
Almost every student at our school has accessed the program at some point, 
demonstrating the essential role it plays in maintaining consistent engagement, 
positive behaviour, and peer connection outside school hours.  
 
PCYC is a critical partner for our school in the following ways: 

• Connected community and wrap-around support 
PCYC contributes significantly to Roebourne’s connected community 
approach, working alongside our school, local services and families to 
coordinate programs and events that engage young people in safe, 
purposeful activities. This collaborative model provides genuine wrap-around 
support, ensuring children and families can access consistent care, mentoring 
and pathways to success across multiple settings. 
 

• Transport and pathway access 
PCYC provides transport support for several students to attend TAFE programs 
in Karratha. This directly contributes to improved participation in vocational 
education and future employment opportunities. 

 

• Safe spaces outside school hours 
The structured activities, supervision and meals delivered by safeSPACE™ 
reduce the likelihood of disengagement and harm during high-risk times of day 
and week. 
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• Cultural safety and strong relationships 
PCYC’s approach builds cultural safety, confidence and trust in services, 
reinforcing positive behaviour and connection to learning. 

 
These outcomes align directly with the WA Department of Education’s commitment 
to improving student attendance and engagement, and the City of Karratha’s 
published strategic priorities for youth wellbeing, service accessibility and strong 
local partnerships that deliver positive pathways for young people. 
 
The proposed annual lease fee represents a significant unplanned cost burden that 
risks disruption to service delivery. Any reduction in safeSPACE™ availability would 
immediately reduce protective factors for Roebourne young people. 
 
We respectfully request that the City of Karratha continue to ensure affordable 
access to the 50 Cent Hall for PCYC, preserving this well-established and highly 
effective partnership that supports our young people every single week. 
 
Our school values the City’s commitment to youth and community wellbeing, and a 
sustainable solution that keeps Roebourne children safe, connected and learning. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Elizabeth Ritchie 

PRINCIPAL  

Ph: 0429 596 122 

elizabeth.ritchie@education.wa.edu.au 
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